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Presbyterian adj (of a Protestant Church, especially the national 

Church of Scotland) governed by senior members (elders or presbyters) 

who are all equal in rank. The Presbyterian Church in Scotland has been 

the established Protestant Church since 1690. In England the United 

Reformed Church is a Presbyterian Church, and there are other 

Presbyterian Churches in the US, Ireland, Wales, Switzerland and 

elsewhere. 

The revival of nationalism “Scotland” 

Scotland had been the land of romanticism, nature, poetry,… It is the 

land which had never been conquered by the English. They resisted all 

the attempts; as a matter of fact, as a symbol of resistance there’s a wall 

between Scotland and England. However, for political reasons, it was 

incorporated in the U.K in 1970. 

Highlands=> people are descendents of Celts (consider themselves real 

Scots and in general they speak their own language “Gaelic”.       

Lowlands => a mixture of people, highly populated, more industrialized, 

people speak English.  

Unlike Wales, the language isn’t rooted in the Scottish nationalism. Or, 

the Scottish nationalism can’t be determined by ethnicity but by birth 

and residence. 

Institutions: The Scots have always had their “Presbyterian Church” 

known as the “Kirk” autonomous from the “Anglican Church” which is 

governed by the English queen. Also, they have their own “legal system”; 

autonomy of making laws. After 1997, their devolution, the Scots have 

their own parliament. In addition, they have their own “educational 

system” which completely differs from the English. 

Today in Scotland, there’s tendency toward a total independence. They 

propose another referendum in 2014. 

They believe that Scotland shouldn’t be a tenant (=a renter), exploited 

by English investors. They want to be a good neighbor to England. 

Sooner or later, Scotland will become independent from England.  

The queen is a symbol of Anglo-Saxon culture.  
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The Scots men are called “women from hell” because they wear the 

tartan kilt (the Scottish skirt) which was a sign of nobility. Also, they are 

known for their musical instrument “the bagpipe”. 

Today, the Scottish traditions have changed. Each generation has 

contributed to the evolution of culture. 

The Whisky ‘the Scotch’ was called, 500 years ago, the water of life 

because people used to drink it for medical purposes to ease very strong 

pains. It was also given to guests. Yet, with time, it became an economic 

activity “Whisky Distilleries”. It was mainly made of barley. For the 

Scottish, who were precursors in making it, it’s a symbol of pride. Even 

for tourism, there are maps which tell about whisky distilleries “Whisky 

trail”. 

National day “November 30th”.  

  

 


