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 Often called African Americans. United by their skin color.  

 Used to be called “the necessary evil” as born to be slaves to serve the Whites, who were not 

paid, have to work forever, have low intelligence, whose children were born slaves, and can’t be 

given a plot of land unlike those “indentured workers” who were the Whites who got paid for 

their work in plantation and fields by signing a seven-year contract; after seven years, they 

would be given a plot of land.   

 So, the only way the Blacks expressed themselves was through music. 

 By 1860, slavery was abolished, the blacks were given the right to vote; however, they couldn’t 

vote because if one wanted to vote at that time, they had to pay a sum of money and the Blacks 

weren’t able to afford it. Also, when a Black wanted to vote, they had to prove that their parents 

and grandparents weren’t slaves. Besides all of this, they had to be educated and pass the 

“Literacy Test”.  Subtle ways to avoid the law.  

 To escape poverty, the Blacks moved to the north for job opportunity. While there, they suffered 

“Adefacto segregation” that it was a normal fact not to be mixed with the whites.  They lived 

in ghettoes to escape discrimination.   

 As poverty is a source of evil, life in ghettoes was very dangerous.  

 By the “Black civil rights movement” in the 60s which was most importantly led by Martin 

Luther King, all kinds of segregation (discrimination in voting and in public places like hotels, 

restaurants, schools, buses) were put an end. The movement served all American minorities, 

not only Blacks, by the “Civil rights act”, the “Voting rights act”, and the “Affirmative action 

plan”. 

 The “Civil rights act” of 1964: the US law that forced the Southern states to allow African 

Americans to enter restaurants, hotels, etc. and to end having separate areas for Blacks and 

Whites in theatres, train stations, buses, etc.  

 The “Voting rights act” of 1965: A US law passed during the C.R.M, signed by President 

Johnson. It made illegal a number of restrictions that had been used, mostly in the South, to 

keep African Americans from voting. These restrictions included a test of people’s ability to 

read and write (Literacy Test).   

 The “Affirmative action plan” is a US government policy requiring that minorities (including 

women) should be favored when people are chosen for jobs or entry to college. It was based 

on quota system that would benefit members of racial groups and minorities. So, Americans 

are divided about this practice and often say it is a “reverse discrimination”. It was very 

positive since many Blacks had access to education, have better jobs and decent housing. 

But, the reverse of the medal was the fact that many white people didn’t understand why the 

blacks were favored on the basis of their skin color. It is not their fault that the Blacks 

suffered discrimination. Besides, a fault of discrimination can’t be corrected by another fault. 

So, the whites felt cheated by their government and reacted by expressing a lot of hatred 

towards the Blacks  the gap between the Whites and the Blacks was widened.  

 “Martin Luther King”: the most important leader of the US civil rights movement. King was an 

African-American Baptist minister who led a series of peaceful campaigns against segregation in 

the southern states. In 1963 he led about 250 000 people on a protest march to Washington, 

DC, where he made his famous ‘I have a dream’ speech at the Lincoln Memorial. He was 

awarded the Nobel Prize for peace in 1964. He was murdered four years later in Memphis, 

Tennessee, by Earl Ray. 

 “Louis Farrakhan” was an African-American leader since 1977 of the Nation of Islam, the Black 

Muslim organization. Farrakhan has been criticized as a Black extremist who hated white 

people and Jews and spread a climate of hatred. 

 Today, the Blacks are better educated, may have job opportunities to move up the social ladder 

and pursue the American dream. Still, they suffer from “Tokenism” because they’re victims of 

glass ceiling; when it comes to higher positions, they have to compete twice or more with 

Whites; yet, not given responsibilities as Whites. They represent a very low proportion in terms 

of the government (Condoleezza Rice, Collin Powel, OBAMA, etc). 



 

 There are two groups of Blacks: one who could move up, have education, most of whom aren’t 

obese (because obesity goes hand in hand with the social class). Whereas others (60% of 

Blacks) who are at the bottom of the social scale because they can’t go to college, quit schools, 

invisible, live in ghettoes (because of discrimination) and most of them are in jail. This second 

group feels cheated and consider the other group of Blacks traitors. So, today they don’t want to 

live together with Whites (interracial marriage and mixed neighborhoods are rare in the US). 

They feel isolated in their country, never participated in the American dream; therefore, from 

desegregation they moved to re-segregation.  

 By re-segregation, they created their schools “Afro-centric schools”. And by this Afro-centrism, 

they intended to give the black pupils an appropriate image of their community, raise in them a 

strong sense of belonging, legacy and commitment to develop their community; meanwhile, to 

teach them distorted information about the history of the America. 

 “Afro-centric schools” are bad because they let them be separate and increased their segregation 

by teaching them that they have always been victims which would deepen the gap between them 

and the Whites and completely reject them. (God is Black / Jesus is Black...).   

 Jail: 1 million over 2 million are Blacks. It’s a very big proportion because they represent just 12-

13% of the population.  

 There is a mutual resentment, fear and hatred between the Blacks and the Whites which 

has driven those people apart. Of course, the origin of this is slavery that is deeply-rooted in the 

American history  It’s less difficult to change laws than people’s minds.  


